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I hope this letter finds you well.  It is unbelievable that we are already in April.  Thank you for your    
continued support and joining us virtually for parent teacher conferences.  It was wonderful to hear the 
progress and incredible growth that our students are making this year.  Our Cubbies are resilient, and we 
are so proud of all the challenges that they have overcome this year.   Through it all, their appreciation 
for being on campus is much noticed.  It is so wonderful to see their joy of being at school and their  
smiling faces!   

All DCES students in grades Kindergarten through third grade have taken part in the FastBridge        

Universal Literacy Screener. This screening gives important information to guide reading instruction, 

particularly for students who show signs of risk for reading difficulties. DCES students in all grades have 

also utilized iReady in math and reading to support tailored instruction that meets students’ individual 

needs. DCES teachers have implemented these resources to ensure that students needs are met, and for 

all students to reach their fullest potential in their learning.  

April is a busy month with State testing and K-2nd grade academics.  Student attendance is crucial to our 
students to provide consistency, enrichment, and interventions as we finish this school year strong.  We 
encourage parents to plan vacation and travel during summer break and not during the last months of 
school.  Now that we are in person, it is important for us to utilize the time that we have left this school 
year.   

On a final note, we do not take teacher requests for the following school year. However, we do have  
environmental request forms for parents to provide input on their students learning environment. As a 
staff, we devote our expertise and time toward creating classroom assignments that ensure a balance for 
optimal teaching and learning. We will work hard to match these needs with a teacher and classroom 
environment that will assist in the overall success of your child. These forms are available by request. 
Please contact bmclaughlin@susd.org for further details.  

As a reminder, our third through fifth grade students are taking their AzM2 State Assessment during the 
month of April.  This past week our fifth graders completed their Science Assessment and did an        
incredible job of taking their time and doing their best.  I commend our students for always showing 
their ROAR and what it means to be a DCES Cubbie. Our DCES teachers are amazing and have been 
preparing our students for state testing and reassuring them that they got this! We encourage students to 
do their best understanding that they have been through a lot this past year.  The data we receive from 
these assessments will provide further information to target individual student’s needs.  

I would like to thank our students, teachers, community, and our amazing PTO for pulling off the  
Amazing Race this year. It is truly remarkable what our community can do with a given cause and   
common goal in mind.  

I would also like to thank Mr. Rhodes and our wonderful STUGO members for raising funds from our 
school wide Penny Wars. The donations collected are going towards Feeding America/Arizona and 
Foothills Animal Rescue. This week DCES celebrated our top three winning classrooms who had the 
most donations. Mrs. Honeycutt’s third grade class earned a thirty-minute technology day. Mrs.       
Hooley’s second grade class earned a movie and popcorn day. For our grand prize, Mrs. Ganser’s third 
grade class got to throw water balloons at Principal Mills and myself. For the video please go to our 
DCES Facebook page.  

We look forward to a wonderful end of the year. Thank you all for your continue support.  
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1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

Kindergarten 

 

Second grade continues to be busy! We have started our final CKLA unit – 
The War of 1812. Along with this, we will be reading many other books, 
both fiction and non-fiction, to learn about the Revolutionary War and that 

time period. We have just finished up our animal reports. The next big   
project is a biography report! We have been very “hands-on” in math     
recently, learning to measure using rulers, meter sticks, and yard sticks! In 

science, we have just finished up our unit on the sun, moon, and earth,   
including nature’s day and night cycles. We are now moving on to plants 
and animals…what better time than spring to be learning about these!   

  

 

Spring is in the air and first grade students are buzzzzzing with excitement. Our 
little botanists are planting seeds and investigating insects. How fun! We are     
enjoying the story “Cricket in Times Square”.  We are looking forward to our  
insect report projects. Our CKLA reading series explores the adventures of Grace. 
We loved reading “Mr. Spencer’s Rabbits”. Our focus is on reading multi-syllable 
words and alternative spelling patterns such as ce, se, ge, and tch. We are learning 
how to expand sentences by adding adjectives. We are collecting data and        
creating bar graphs and picture graphs in our math unit. We can’t wait to explore 
time and money. The students in Mandarin immersion classes learned how to   
describe one’s height and the length of one’s hair in March. They wrote two short 
paragraphs about their classmates, using Chinese characters they learned. They 
also learned to describe, document the parts of a plant and what a plant needs to 
grow in Chinese characters. They made a beautiful flower craft to summarize and 
celebrate what they have learned! 

P A W  P R I N T  N E W S  

In Kindergarten we have just finished up learning about the Human body 
and are now learning about “Living vs. Non-living”, parts of a plant and life     
cycle.  All of this will be leading us up to exploring life on the farm.   In CKLA 
we are working on diagraphs, double consonants, comprehension, chapter stories 
and lots of writing.  In Math we are learning about numbers to 100, counting on, 
skip counting, counting by 10’s and 1’s (early 10’s place value), and spiraling  
addition and subtraction.  In Mandarin we are reviewing conversations and     
writing characters.   



3rd Grade 
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Do you hear that sound? That is the sound of DCES 3rd graders working hard! We 
have been writing, writing, and writing some more. We are currently working on a 
biography project about notable people from around the world. For our writing, 
we use both Thinking Maps and our Write from the Beginning writing program. We have 
some amazing writers in 3rd grade that are creating some amazing biographies. Along with 
writing, we have been amping up our skills in both reading and math as we get ready to show 
our skills on the AzM2 state test and as we prepare to move up to 4th grade. We are currently 
reading about Native American Stories in CKLA and we are engrossed by an Arizona story 
called Danger in the Desert. This book is part of our 3rd grade novel stories and a favorite with 
many. In math, we are measuring everything and learning all about using rulers. And in Social 
Studies, we are exploring our great state of Arizona and the people that live in Arizona, both 
past and present. Keep your ears listening, and you can hear our 3rd graders working hard. 

Fifth grade has been doing a lot this month! Students have learned a tremendous amount of     
science this year and are showing what they know by taking the state science test. We are so 
proud of how hard they are all working. Students are also working on finishing up measurement 
and geometry in math. We have had a lot of fun finding the volume of various objects in the       
classroom. Fifth graders have started their state reports! They have chosen their states 
and are starting the research on their informational writing. The next stage will be to 
create a float for their presentations. In language arts, we are preparing for the state 
test. Currently, students are working on a compare and contrast of two nonfiction 
books, and we are reviewing informational and opinion writing.  

Fourth grade has been hard at work preparing for AZ Merit! We are so proud of all the 
children for exploring the practice tests and asking all the questions they can! Students 
have been working on different comprehension skills such as cause and effect, author’s 
purpose, theme, and inferencing. They continue to work on their opinion writing and 
strengthen their use of evidence. In math, students have been learning area and  
perimeter and measurement equivalence. They are beginning to work on lines of  
symmetry and angles. In social studies, students have been enjoying “Blood on the  
River,” our anchor text for Colonial Life. Fourth grade students have been showing  
perseverance as they are preparing for AZ Merit and we know they’ll continue to do 
their best.  

4th Grade 

5th Grade 

 



In April, our 3’s are finishing up on letter        
recognition and starting numbers 5-10. We will also 
be starting our CKLA: Plants curriculum. Our   
students have loved working in our garden and 
have planted peas, beans, tomatoes, strawberries, 
and more! We are excited incorporate plants into 
our theme and celebrate Earth Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

The 4’s are getting ready for Kindergarten!      
Children are practicing letter sounds and counting 
while also focusing on the social/emotional skill of 
problem solving. We also have been able to work in 
the garden as we start our unit on plants and      
insects.  

 

 

Families: 

We will soon start our planning and                
registering for our Back to School              
program  in which we provide students from 
low income, and families in need with school 
supplies, backpacks, clothing, and shoes. 

Please contact me at DCMS at 484-4614 to 
start the process should you need the         
assistance. 

Thank you for your support! 

Luz Dicono-McClenny 

Pre-K and Preschool News 

Early Release Days—every 

Wednesday at 1:15  

Stu-Go News From our Community Specialist 

StuGo's next meeting will be on Thursday, April 
15th, at 7:45am. They will be voting on ideas for 
the last spirit week of this school year and future 
fundraisers.  

Thank you to everyone who supported our    
Penny Wars Fundraiser!! 

From the Attendance Desk— 

State testing is near....prompt attendance is vital 

as always. Please be mindful of appointments 

during school hours. Your child may not be  

disturbed during testing times, so please be 

aware of testing schedules and communicate to 

your child’s teacher. 


